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Directions: One day this week, in the sanctuary, outside under some trees, in a comfortable room that offers
privacy and no distractions, or on a conference call, the leader will distribute prayer packets, welcome
participants, and open with a short prayer. Group members take turns reading the “Testimony Handout” (pg.
2). After reading, the group leader will assign prayer topics below to participants in a clockwise fashion. Each
should pray silently for a minute about their prayer request. The group leader may open the prayer by
thanking God for every person in the room and asking that each heart will be blessed. Before someone prays
for their assigned topic, they should try and agree with the previous prayer. The prayer topics below are taken
from the “Testimony Handout.” Please keep individual prayers short, or less than two minutes each.

. Pray that the fruit of the Spirit will be revealed in our actions and words.

. Pray for a daily consecrated life.

. Pray for the righteousness of Jesus in our lives.

. Pray for personal assurance in God, so may have peace, contentment and wisdom.
. Pray that we will place God first in our lives.

. Pray for a humble mind and grateful heart.

. Pray that we will have enough patience to overcome negative habits.
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[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings first verse of Hymn #206 (pg. 2) to end open prayer time]

8. Pray that we earnestly seek the Lord.

9. Pray that God’s Spirit will lead our families to unite and be God-fearing children of God.

10. Pray that we will recognize our strongest obligation to represent the power of truth by a transformed
character and daily life.

11. Pray for willing obedience to God’s requirements.

12. Pray that we will practice truth and have God’s power.

13. Pray that we would not set our affections on the world more than on heaven.

14. Pray that self will be hid in Christ and our minds stay focused on God’s truth.

15. Pray for our responsibilities which involve eternal results.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings second verse of Hymn #206 (pg. 2) to end open prayer time]

16. Pray that the Testimonies for the Church may be introduced to every member of the church.

17. Pray for God'’s Spirit to bless local churches, conferences, unions, divisions, and General Conference
departments.

18. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless those planning Annual Council 2019 and General Conference Session
2020.

19. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the delegates of General Conference Session 2020.

20. Pray for God'’s Spirit to bless visitors, logistics, services, and business sessions of GC Session 2020.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time — Thanksgiving and Praise; Finish Hymn #206 (pg. 2); Leader Closes Prayer]
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Just When I Need Him Most - Hymn #206

1

Face to face with Christ my Savior,
Face to face, what will it be,

When with rapture [ behold Him,
Jesus Christ, who died for me?

Refrain

Face to face shall [ behold Him,
Far beyond the starry sky;
Face to face in all His glory

[ shall see Him by and by!

2

Only faintly now I see Him,

With the darkening veil between,
But a blessed day is coming,
When His glory shall be seen.

3

What rejoicing in His presence,

When are banished grief and pain;

When the crooked ways are straightened,
And the dark things shall be plain!

4

Face to face! oh, blissful moment!
Face to face to see and know;
Face to face with my Redeemer,
Jesus Christ, who loves me so.
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Testimony Handout 13 for Pioneer Prayer
Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 4, pp. 609-613
September 14-21, 2019

Our words and actions constitute the fruit we bear. A consecrated life is a daily, living sermon. But
inward piety and true devotion are fast giving place to outward forms. Pure and undefiled religion is the great
need of the church at —. They should make it an individual work to draw near to God. No one can be saved
by proxy, but every man and woman must work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. Satan has
much more power over some who profess the truth than many realize. Self-reigns in the heart, instead of
Christ. Self-will, self-interest, envy, and pride shut out the presence of God.

The love of God must pervade the soul, or the fruits of righteousness will not appear. It is not safe to
indulge in vanity and pride, or love of power or gain. It is the worst phase of selfishness to fret and censure
and complain because you have the power to do this and those whom you abuse in this way cannot prevent
you. It is selfishness that causes variance in the family circle and in the church. Unchristian hearts will think
they can discern great wrongs in others where none exist and will dwell upon little matters until they appear
greatly magnified. The work of adjusting these little matters, which seem so large to some, God has left for
His followers themselves to do. Let not those unhappy differences remain till they become a root of bitterness
in the church, whereby many will be defiled. When Christ is in the heart it will be so softened and subdued
by love for God and man that fretting, faultfinding, and contention will not exist there. The religion of Christ
in the heart will gain for its possessor a complete victory over those passions that are seeking for the mastery.

Said Christ: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these [needed] things
shall be added unto you.” This promise will never fail. We cannot enjoy the favor of God unless we comply
with the conditions upon which His favor is bestowed. By so doing there will come to us that peace,
contentment, and wisdom that the world can neither give nor take away. If you would, as a church, secure
the rich blessing of God, you must individually make Him first and last and best in every thought, plan, and
work. Obedience to God is the first duty of the Christian. A humble mind and a grateful heart will elevate us
above petty trials and real difficulties. The less earnest, energetic, and vigilant we are in the service of the
Master, the more will the mind dwell upon self, magnifying molehills into mountains of difficulty. We shall
feel that we are abused, when no disrespect even was designed.

The burden of God’s work, laid upon Moses, made him a man of power. While keeping, for so many
years, the flocks of Jethro, he gained an experience that taught him true humility. But God’s call found
Moses, as it will find us, inefficient, hesitating, and self-distrustful. The command to deliver Israel seemed
overwhelming; but, in the fear of God, Moses accepted the trust. Mark the result: He did not bring the work
down to his deficiency; but in the strength of God he put forth the most earnest efforts to elevate and sanctify
himself for his sacred mission.

Moses would never have been prepared for his position of trust had he waited for God to do the work
for him. Light from heaven will come to those who feel the need of it, and who seek for it as for hidden
treasures. But if we sink down into a state of inactivity, willing to be controlled by Satan’s power, God will
not send His inspiration to us. Unless we exert to the utmost the powers which He has given us, we shall
ever remain weak and inefficient. Much prayer and the most vigorous exercise of the mind are necessary if
we would be prepared to do the work which God would entrust to us. Many never attain to the position which
they might occupy, because they wait for God to do for them that which He has given them power to do for
themselves. All who are fitted for usefulness in this life must be trained by the severest mental and moral
discipline, and then God will assist them by combining divine power with human effort.

Many in — will fail because they do not keep up with the advancement of the work, and do not
properly represent in their daily life the sanctification of the truth. They do not, like Moses, bring their life
up to meet the exalted standard. If they had done this, many more would now be added to their numbers,
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rejoicing in the truth. It is a fearful thing to lead souls away from Christ by our unsanctified life. Our religion
must be something more than a head religion. It must affect the heart, and then it will have a correcting
influence upon the life. Wrong habits are not overcome by a single effort. Only through long and severe
struggles is self-mastered. This self-training must be taken up by the individual members of the church, and
the rubbish which has accumulated around the door of the heart must be removed, ere they can serve God
with singleness of purpose, adorning their profession by a well-ordered life and a godly conversation. Then,
and not till then, can they teach sinners the truth and win souls to Christ.

There are men in this church who feel that they should teach the truth to others, while they are fretful,
impatient, and faultfinding in their own families. Such need that one teach them, until they become patient,
God-fearing men at home. They need to learn the first principles of true religion. They should seek God with
earnestness of soul, for they have been a scourge in their families and as a desolating hail to depress and
destroy their brethren. These men do not deserve the name of husband, “house band;” for they do not bind
the family together with the Christian love, sympathy, and true dignity of a godly life and Christlike
character.

The solemn, sacred truth—the testing message given us of God to communicate to the world-lays
every one of us under the strongest obligation to so transform our daily life and character that the power of
the truth may be well represented. We should have a continual sense of the shortness of time and of the
fearful events which prophecy has declared must speedily take place. It is because these truths are not made
a reality that the life is so inconsistent with the truth which we profess. Many hide in the earth talents which
should be invested where they will be accumulating to be returned to God when He shall say: “Give an
account of thy stewardship.” Moses became great because he used his talents to do the work of God, and an
increase of talents was then given him. He became eloquent, patient, self-reliant, and competent to do the
greatest work ever entrusted to mortal man. This is the effect upon character whenever men give themselves
to God with the whole soul, and listen for His commands that they may obey them.

Willing obedience to God’s requirements gives vital energy and power to the soul. A work enduring
as the sun is done for the worker as well as for those for whom he labors. However limited the capacity of
the one who engages in this work, the labor which he performs in his humble sphere will be acceptable to
God.

"Not everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity. Therefore
whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his
house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And everyone that heareth these sayings of Mine, and
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the
fall of it."

The reason why our people have not more power is that they profess the truth, but do not practice it.
They have but little faith and trust in God. There are but few who bear the burdens connected with His work.
The Lord claims the strength of brain, bone, and muscle; but it is too often withheld from Him and given to
the world. The service of God is made a secondary matter, while worldly interests receive prompt attention.
Thus things of minor consequence are made important, while the requirements of God, things spiritual and
eternal, are treated in an indifferent manner, as something which may be taken up at will and let alone at
pleasure. If the mind were stayed upon God and the truth exerted a sanctifying influence upon the heart, self
would be hid in Christ. If we realize the importance of the truth which we profess to believe we should feel
that we have a sacred mission to fulfill, a responsibility involving eternal results. All temporal interests would
yield to this.
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