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ctions: One day this week, in the sanctuary, outside under some trees, in a comfortable room that offers

privacy and no distractions, or on a conference call, the leader will distribute prayer packets, welcome

parti

icipants, and open with a short prayer. Group members take turns reading the “Testimony Handout” (pg.

2). After reading, the group leader will assign prayer topics below to participants in a clockwise fashion. Each
should pray silently for a minute about their prayer request. The group leader may open the prayer by
thanking God for every person in the room and asking that each heart will be blessed. Before someone prays

fort

heir assigned topic, they should try and agree with the previous prayer. The prayer topics below are taken

from the “Testimony Handout.” Please keep individual prayers short, or less than two minutes each.
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Thank God for the great commission (Matthew 28:19, 20).

Pray that we will take the lessons on practical godliness given us by Christ and teach them to others.
Pray for the ability to explain the prophecies of the Bible and call sinners back to Christ.

Pray that we do not imitate the customs of the world, but make the most of the facilities which God has
placed within our reach to get the truth before people.

Pray that we possess the faith of Elijah, Jacob, and holy men of old.

Pray that we may be holy in heart and life.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings first verse of Hymn #512 (pg. 2) to end open prayer time]

Pray for a converted ministry, so we may see the light of God and His power aiding all our efforts.

Pray that the watchmen on the wall would be alert and sound the warning when necessary.

Pray that the churches of different states and countries would not have indifference, pride, love of the
world, and cold formality among them.

10. Pray for the fruit of self-control among God’s people, that appetite, passion, and self would not rule us.

11. Pray that we be not like the fruitless fig tree—pretentious, but without fruit.

12.

Pray that we would have true meekness and penitence.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings second verse of Hymn #512 (pg. 2) to end open prayer time]

13.

Pray that the Testimonies for the Church may be introduced to every member of our church.

14. Pray for God’s Spirit to bless all churches, conferences, unions, divisions, and General Conference

15.

officers.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of Annual Council 2019

16. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of General Conference Session 2020.

17. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the delegates of General Conference Session 2020.

18. Pray for God'’s Spirit to bless GC Session 2020 visitors, logistics, worship sessions, and business sessions.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time — Thanksgiving and Praise; Finish Hymn #512 (pg. 2); Leader Closes Prayer]
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Just When I Need Him Most - Hymn #512

1

Just when | need Him, Jesus is near,
Just when | falter, just when | fear;
Ready to help me, ready to cheer,
Just when | need Him most.

Just when | need Him most,

Just when | need Him most,

Jesus is near to comfort and cheer,
Just when | need Him most.

2

Just when | need Him, Jesus is true,
Never forsaking, all the way through,
Giving for burdens pleasures anew,
Just when | need Him most.

Just when | need Him most,

Just when | need Him most,

Jesus is near to comfort and cheer,
Just when | need Him most.

3

Just when | need Him, Jesus is strong,
Bearing my burdens all the day long;
For all my sorrow giving a song,

Just when | need Him most.

Just when | need Him most,

Just when | need Him most,

Jesus is near to comfort and cheer,
Just when | need Him most.

4
Just when | need Him, He is my all,
Answering when upon Him | call;
Tenderly watching lest | should fall,
Just when | need Him most.

Just when | need Him most,

Just when | need Him most,

Jesus is near to comfort and cheer,
Just when | need Him most.
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The commission which Christ gave to the disciples just prior to His ascension to heaven
was: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” “Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word.” The commission reaches those
who shall believe on His word through His disciples. And all who are called of God to stand as
ambassadors for Him should take the lessons upon practical godliness given them by Christ in His
word and teach them to the people.

Christ opened the Scriptures to His disciples, beginning at Moses and the prophets, and
instructed them in all things concerning Himself, and also explained to them the prophecies. The
apostles in their preaching went back to Adam’s day and brought their hearers down through
prophetic history and ended with Christ and Him crucified, calling upon sinners to repent and turn
from their sins to God. The representatives of Christ in our day should follow their example and in
every discourse magnify Christ as the Exalted One, as all and in all.

Not only is formality taking possession of the nominal churches, but it is increasing to an
alarming extent among those who profess to be keeping the commandments of God and looking
for the soon appearing of Christ in the clouds of heaven. We should not be narrow in our views
and limit our facilities for doing good; yet while we extend our influence and enlarge our plans as
Providence opens the way, we should be more earnest to avoid the idolatry of the world. While we
make greater efforts to increase our usefulness, we must make corresponding efforts to obtain
wisdom from God to carry on all the branches of the work after His own order, and not from a
worldly standpoint. We should not pattern after the customs of the world, but make the most of the
facilities which God has placed within our reach to get the truth before the people.

When as a people our works correspond with our profession, we shall see very much more
accomplished than now. When we have men as devoted as Elijah, and possessing the faith which
he possessed, we shall see that God will reveal Himself to us as He did to holy men of old. When
we have men who, while they acknowledge their deficiencies, will plead with God in earnest faith
as did Jacob, we shall see the same results. Power will come from God to man in answer to the
prayer of faith. There is but little faith in the world. There are but few who are living near to God.
And how can we expect more power and that God will reveal Himself to men, when His word is
handled negligently and when hearts are not sanctified through the truth? Men who are not half
converted, who are self-confident and self-sufficient in character, preach the truth to others. But
God does not work with them, for they are not holy in heart and life. They do not walk humbly
with God. We must have a converted ministry, and then we shall see the light of God and His
power aiding all our efforts.



The watchmen anciently placed upon the walls of Jerusalem and other cities occupied a
most responsible position. Upon their faithfulness depended the safety of all within those cities.
When danger was apprehended, they were not to keep silent day nor night. Every few moments
they were required to call to one another to see if all were awake and no harm had come to any.
Sentinels were stationed upon some eminence overlooking the important posts to be guarded, and
the cry of warning or of good cheer was sounded from them. This was borne from one to another,
each repeating the words, till it went the entire rounds of the city.

These watchmen represent the ministry, upon whose fidelity depends the salvation of souls.
The stewards of the mysteries of God should stand as watchmen upon the walls of Zion; and if
they see the sword coming, they should sound the note of warning. If they are sleepy sentinels, and
their spiritual senses are so benumbed that they see and realize no danger, and the people perish,
God will require their blood at the watchmen’s hands.

“O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt
hear the word at My mouth, and warn them from Me.” The watchmen will need to live very near to
God, to hear His word and be impressed with His Spirit, that the people may not look to them in
vain. “When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I
require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not
turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.” Ambassadors of
Christ should take heed that they do not, through their unfaithfulness, lose their own souls and the
souls of those who hear them.

I was shown the churches in different states that profess to be keeping the commandments
of God and looking for the second coming of Christ. There is an alarming amount of indifference,
pride, love of the world, and cold formality existing among them. And these are the people who
are fast coming to resemble ancient Israel, so far as the want of piety is concerned. Many make
high claims to godliness and yet are destitute of self-control. Appetite and passion bear sway; self
is made prominent. Many are arbitrary, dictatorial, overbearing, boastful, proud, and
unconsecrated. Yet some of these persons are ministers, handling sacred truths. Unless they repent,
their candlestick will be removed out of its place. The Saviour’s curse pronounced upon the
fruitless fig tree is a sermon to all formalists and boasting hypocrites who stand forth to the world
in pretentious leaves, but are devoid of fruit. What a rebuke to those who have a form of godliness,
while in their unchristian lives they deny the power thereof! He who treated with tenderness the
very chief of sinners, He who never spurned true meekness and penitence, however great the guilt,
came down with scathing denunciations upon those who made high professions of godliness, but
in works denied their faith.
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