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Directions: One day this week, in the sanctuary, outside under some trees, in a comfortable room that offers
privacy and no distractions, or on a conference call, the leader will distribute prayer packets, welcome
participants, and open with a short prayer. Group members take turns reading the “Testimony Handout” (pg. 2).
After reading, the group leader will assign prayer topics below to participants in a clockwise fashion. Each
should pray silently for a minute about their prayer request. The group leader may open the prayer by thanking
God for every person in the room and asking that each heart will be blessed. Before someone prays for their
assigned topic, they should try and agree with the previous prayer. The prayer topics below are taken from the
“Testimony Handout.” Please keep individual prayers short, or less than two minutes each.

Pray that we have a willing response when God calls for our treasure.

Pray that God’s people would be liberal with offerings so that the message of truth will go to all nations.
Pray that God may bless the publishing work in many different languages.

Pray that we would be armed with the same mind as Christ, who suffered for us in the flesh.

Pray that we walk, even as Christ walked, in efforts for the salvation of souls.
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Pray that we would deny self and be elevated to connect with heaven.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings first verse of Hymn #163 (pg. 4) to end open prayer time]
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Pray that we would understand more of Christ’s self-sacrificing love upon on the cross.
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Pray that we fulfill our mission to carry the truth to the inhabitants of the earth and rescue them from
guilt and indifference.

9. Pray that our talents, means, and knowledge will be used for the salvation of souls.

10. Pray that we would extensively understand and share God’s love for a lost world as revealed in Christ.
11. Pray that the truth of God’s love would quiet the restless hungering and thirsting of many hearts.

12. Pray that God’s church will have willing workers who answer to roll call and are ready for immediate
action.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings second verse of Hymn #163 (pg. 4) to end open prayer time]

13. Pray that the Testimonies for the Church may be introduced to every member of our church.

14. Pray for God'’s Spirit to bless all churches, conferences, unions, divisions, and General Conference officers.
15. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of Annual Council 2019

16. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of General Conference Session 2020.

17. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the delegates of General Conference Session 2020.

18. Pray for God’s Spirit to bless GC Session 2020 visitors, logistics, worship sessions, and business sessions.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time — Thanksgiving and Praise; Finish Hymn #163 (pg. 4); Leader Closes Prayer]
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When God calls for our treasure, whatever the amount may be, the willing response makes the
gift a consecrated offering to Him and lays up for the giver a treasure in heaven that moth cannot
corrupt, that fire cannot consume, nor thieves break in and steal. The investment is safe. The money is
placed in bags that have no holes; it is secure.

Can Christians, who boast of a broader light than had the Hebrews, give less than they? Can
Christians living near the close of time be satisfied with their offerings when not half so large as were
those of the Jews? Their liberality was to benefit their own nation; the work in these last days extends
to the entire world. The message of truth is to go to all nations, tongues, and people; its publications,
printed in many different languages, are to be scattered abroad like the leaves of autumn.

It is written: “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind.” And again: “He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to
walk, even as He walked.” Let us inquire: What would our Saviour have done in our circumstances?
what would have been His efforts for the salvation of souls? This question is answered by the example
of Christ. He left His royalty, laid aside His glory, sacrificed His riches, and clothed His divinity with
humanity, that He might reach men where they were. His example shows that He laid down His life for
sinners.

Satan told Eve that a high state of felicity could be gained through the gratification of unlicensed
appetite, but the promise of God to man is through denial of self. When upon the shameful cross Christ
was suffering in agony for man’s redemption, human nature was exalted. Only by the cross can the
human family be elevated to connect with heaven. Self-denial and crosses meet us at every step on our
heavenward journey.

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven; the spirit of selfishness is the spirit of Satan.
Christ’s self-sacrificing love is revealed upon the cross. He gave all He had, and then gave Himself, that
man might be saved. The cross of Christ appeals to the benevolence of every follower of the blessed
Saviour. The principle there illustrated is to give, give. This, carried out in actual benevolence and good
works, is the true fruit of the Christian life. The principle of worldlings is to get, get, and thus they
expect to secure happiness; but, carried out in all its bearings, the fruit is misery and death.

To carry the truth to the inhabitants of the earth, to rescue them from their guilt and
indifference, is the mission of the followers of Christ. Men must have the truth in order to be sanctified
through it, and we are the channels of God’s light. Our talents, our means, our knowledge, are not
merely for our own benefit; they are to be used for the salvation of souls, to elevate man from his life of
sin and bring him, through Christ, to the infinite God.

We should be zealous workers in this cause, seeking to lead sinners, repenting and believing, to
a divine Redeemer, and to impress them with an exalted sense of God’s love to man. “God so loved the
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” What an incomparable love is this! A theme for the most profound meditation!
The amazing love of God for a world that did not love Him! The thought has a subduing power upon
the soul and brings the mind into captivity to the will of God. Men who are crazy for gain, and are
disappointed and unhappy in their pursuit of the world, need the knowledge of this truth to quiet the
restless hungering and thirsting of their souls.



Missionaries for God are wanted in your large city to carry light to those who sit in the shadow
of death. Experienced hands are needed, in the meekness of wisdom and the strength of faith, to lift
weary souls to the bosom of a compassionate Redeemer. Oh, selfishness! What a curse! It prevents us
from engaging in the service of God. It prevents us from perceiving the claims of duty, which should set
our hearts aglow with fervent zeal. All our energies should be turned to the obedience of Christ. To
divide our interest with the leaders of error is aiding the wrong side and giving advantage to our foes.
The truth of God knows no compromise with sin, no connection with artifice, no union with
transgression. Soldiers are wanted who will always answer to the roll call and be ready for immediate
action, not those who, when needed, are found aiding the enemy.

Ours is a great work. Yet there are many who profess to believe these sacred truths, who are
paralyzed by the sophistry of Satan, and are doing nothing for, but rather hinder, God’s cause. When
will they act like those who wait for the Lord? When will they show a zeal in accordance with their
faith? Many people selfishly retain their means, and soothe their conscience with a plan for doing some
great thing for the cause of God after their death. They make a will donating a large sum to the church
and its various interests, and then settle down with a feeling that they have done all that is required of
them. Wherein have they denied self by this act? They have, on the contrary, exhibited the true essence
of selfishness. When they have no longer any use for their money they propose to give it to God. But
they will retain it as long as they can, till they are compelled to relinquish it by a messenger that
cannot be turned aside.

Such a will is often an evidence of real covetousness. God has made us all His stewards, and in
no case has He authorized us to neglect our duty or leave it for others to do. The call for means to
advance the cause of truth will never be more urgent than now. Our money will never do a greater
amount of good than at the present time. Every day of delay in rightly appropriating it, is limiting the
period in which it will do good in saving souls. If we leave others to accomplish that which God has left
for us to do, we wrong ourselves and Him who gave us all we have. How can others do our work of
benevolence any better than we can do it ourselves? God would have every man, during his lifetime,
the executor of his own will in this matter. Adversity, accident, or intrigue may forever cut off
meditated acts of benevolence, when he who has accumulated a fortune is no longer by to guard it. It is
sad that so many neglect the present golden opportunity to do good, and wait to be cast out of their
stewardship before giving back to the Lord the means which He has lent them to be used for His glory.

One marked feature in the teachings of Christ is the frequency and earnestness with which He
rebuked the sin of covetousness and pointed out the danger of worldly acquisitions and inordinate
love of gain. In the mansions of the rich, in the temple and in the streets, He warned those who
inquired after salvation: “Take heed, and beware of covetousness.” “Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.”
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It is this increasing devotion to money getting, the selfishness which the desire for gain begets,
that removes the favor of God from the church and deadens its spirituality. When the head and hands
are constantly occupied with planning and toiling for the accumulation of riches, the claims of God and
humanity are forgotten. If God has blessed us with prosperity, it is not that our time and attention
should be diverted from Him and given to that which He has lent us. The giver is greater than the gift.
We are not our own; we have been bought with a price. Have we forgotten that infinite price paid for
our redemption? s gratitude dead in the heart? Does not the cross of Christ put to shame a life of
selfish ease and indulgence?



At the Cross - Hymn #163

1

Alas! and did my Savior bleed,
and did my Sovereign die?

Would he devote that sacred head
for sinners such as I?

Refrain

At the cross, at the cross,

where [ first saw the light,

and the burden of my heart rolled away;
it was there by faith I received my sight,
and now I am happy all the day!
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Was it for crimes that I have done,
he groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

3

But drops of grief can ne’er repay
the debt of love I owe:

Here, Lord, I give myself away;
'tis all that I can do!

Pioneer Prayer Is Inspired by Testimonies for the Church
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