Pioneer Prayer Pack 4
July 14-July 20, 2019

Directions: One day this week, in the sanctuary, outside under some trees, in a comfortable room that offers
privacy and no distractions, or on a conference call, the leader will distribute prayer packets, welcome
participants, and open with a short prayer. Group members take turns reading the “Testimony Handout” (pg. 2).
After reading, the group leader will assign prayer topics below to participants in a clockwise fashion. Each
should pray silently for a minute about their prayer request. The group leader may open the prayer by thanking
God for every person in the room and asking that each heart will be blessed. Before someone prays for their
assigned topic, they should try and agree with the previous prayer. The prayer topics below are taken from the
“Testimony Handout.” Please keep individual prayers short, or less than two minutes each.

Pray that the members of the church of Christ may be united in one symmetrical body.
Pray that we may be Christ’s faithful representatives on earth, working in unison with Him.
Pray that we do nothing to bring dishonor to our Heavenly Father.

Pray that we obey all of God’s commandments.

Pray that we look for the coming of our Redeemer.
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Pray that our light should shine so clearly that others can see that we glorify the Father in our daily lives.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings first verse of Hymn #99 (pg. 4) to end open prayer time]

7. Pray that we all feel our individual responsibility as members of the visible church and God’s workers.

8. Pray that we join ourselves to Christ.

9. Pray that we unite our weakness with Christ’s strength, our ignorance with His wisdom, and our
unworthiness with His merit.

10. Pray that we be active agents for Christ, and not for the enemy.

11. Pray that God will lead us to stand in perfect unity upon the platform of eternal truth.

12. Pray that we be purified as a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings second verse of Hymn #99 (pg. 4) to end open prayer time]

13. Pray that the Testimonies for the Church may be introduced to every member of our church.

14. Pray for God'’s Spirit to bless all churches, conferences, unions, divisions, and General Conference officers.
15. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of Annual Council 2019

16. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of General Conference Session 2020.

17. Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the delegates of General Conference Session 2020.

18. Pray for God’s Spirit to bless GC Session 2020 visitors, logistics, worship sessions, and business sessions.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time — Thanksgiving and Praise; Finish Hymn #99 (pg. 4); Leader Closes Prayer]
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Testimony Handout 4 for Pioneer Prayer
Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 4, pp. 15-19
July 14-July 20, 2019

Dear Brethren: As all the different members of the human system unite to form the entire body,
and each performs its office in obedience to the intelligence that governs the whole, so the members of
the church of Christ should be united in one symmetrical body, subject to the sanctified intelligence of
the whole.

The advancement of the church is retarded by the wrong course of its members. Uniting with
the church, although an important and necessary act, does not make one a Christian nor ensure
salvation. We cannot secure a title to heaven by having our names enrolled upon the church book
while our hearts are alienated from Christ. We should be His faithful representatives on earth, working
in unison with Him. “Beloved, now are we the sons of God.” We should keep in mind this holy
relationship and do nothing to bring dishonor upon our Father’s cause.

Our profession is an exalted one. As Sabbathkeeping Adventists we profess to obey all God'’s
commandments and to be looking for the coming of our Redeemer. A most solemn message of warning
has been entrusted to God’s faithful few. We should show by our words and works that we recognize
the great responsibility laid upon us. Our light should shine so clearly that others can see that we
glorify the Father in our daily lives; that we are connected with heaven and are joint heirs with Jesus
Christ, that when He shall appear in power and great glory, we shall be like Him.

We should all feel our individual responsibility as members of the visible church and workers
in the vineyard of the Lord. We should not wait for our brethren, who are as frail as ourselves, to help
us along; for our precious Saviour has invited us to join ourselves to Him and unite our weakness with
His strength, our ignorance with His wisdom, our unworthiness with His merit. None of us can occupy
a neutral position; our influence will tell for or against. We are active agents for Christ or for the
enemy. We either gather with Jesus or scatter abroad. True conversion is a radical change. The very
drift of the mind and bent of the heart should be turned and life become new again in Christ.

God is leading out a people to stand in perfect unity upon the platform of eternal truth. Christ
gave Himself to the world that He might “purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works.” This refining process is designed to purge the church from all unrighteousness and the spirit
of discord and contention, that they may build up instead of tear down, and concentrate their energies
on the great work before them. God designs that His people should all come into the unity of the faith.
The prayer of the Christ just prior to His crucifixion was that His disciples might be one, even as He
was one with the Father, that the world might believe that the Father had sent Him. This most
touching and wonderful prayer reaches down the ages, even to our day; for His words were: “Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word.”

How earnestly should the professed followers of Christ seek to answer this prayer in their lives.
Many do not realize the sacredness of church relationship and are loath to submit to restraint and
discipline. Their course of action shows that they exalt their own judgment above that of the united
church, and they are not careful to guard themselves lest they encourage a spirit of opposition to its
voice. Those who hold responsible positions in the church may have faults in common with other
people and may err in their decisions; but notwithstanding this, the church of Christ on earth has given
to them an authority that cannot be lightly esteemed. Christ, after His resurrection, delegated power
unto His church, saying: “Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever
sins ye retain, they are retained.”



Church relationship is not to be lightly canceled; yet when the path of some professed followers
of Christ is crossed, or when their voice has not the controlling influence which they think it deserves,
they will threaten to leave the church. True, in leaving the church they would themselves be the
greatest sufferers; for in withdrawing beyond the pale of its influence, they subject themselves to the
full temptations of the world.

Every believer should be wholehearted in his attachment to the church. Its prosperity should be
his first interest, and unless he feels under sacred obligations to make his connection with the church a
benefit to it in preference to himself, it can do far better without him. It is in the power of all to do
something for the cause of God. There are those who spend a large amount for needless luxuries; they
gratify their appetites, but feel it a great tax to contribute means to sustain the church. They are willing
to receive all the benefit of its privileges, but prefer to leave others to pay the bills. Those who really
feel a deep interest in the advancement of the cause will not hesitate to invest money in the enterprise
whenever and wherever it is needed. They should also feel it a solemn duty to illustrate in their
characters the teachings of Christ, being at peace one with another and moving in perfect harmony as
an undivided whole. They should defer their individual judgment to the judgment of the body of the
church. Many live for themselves alone. They look upon their lives with great complacency, flattering
themselves that they are blameless, when in fact they are doing nothing for God and are living in direct
opposition to His expressed word. The observance of external forms will never meet the great want of
the human soul. A profession of Christ is not enough to enable one to stand the test of the day of
judgment. There should be a perfect trust in God, a childlike dependence upon His promises, and an
entire consecration to His will.

God has always tried His people in the furnace of affliction in order to prove them firm and true,
and purge them from all unrighteousness. After Abraham and his son had borne the severest test that
could be imposed upon them, God spoke through His angel unto Abraham: “Now I know that thou
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.” This great act of faith
causes the character of Abraham to shine forth with remarkable luster. It forcibly illustrates his perfect
confidence in the Lord, from whom he withheld nothing, not even his son by promise.

There is nothing too precious for us to give to Jesus. If we return to Him the talents of means
which He has entrusted to our keeping, He will give more into our hands. Every effort we make for
Christ will be rewarded by Him, and every duty we perform in His name will minister to our own
happiness. God surrendered His dearly beloved Son to the agonies of the crucifixion, that all who
believe on Him might become one through the name of Jesus. When Christ made so great a sacrifice to
save men and bring them into unity with one another, even as He was united with the Father, what
sacrifice is too great for His followers to make in order to preserve that unity?

If the world sees a perfect harmony existing in the church of God, it will be a powerful evidence
to them in favor of the Christian religion. Dissensions, unhappy differences, and petty church trials
dishonor our Redeemer. All these may be avoided if self is surrendered to God and the followers of
Jesus obey the voice of the church. Unbelief suggests that individual independence increases our
importance, that it is weak to yield our own ideas of what is right and proper to the verdict of the
church; but to yield to such feelings and views is unsafe and will bring us into anarchy and confusion.
Christ saw that unity and Christian fellowship were necessary to the cause of God, therefore He
enjoined it upon His disciples. And the history of Christianity from that time until now proves
conclusively that in union only is there strength. Let individual judgment submit to the authority of the
church.



God Will Take Care of You - Hymn #99

1

Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you;
beneath his wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.

Refrain

God will take care of you,

through every day, o’er all the way;
he will take care of you,

God will take care of you.

2

Through days of toil when heart doth fail,
God will take care of you;

when dangers fierce your path assail,
God will take care of you.

3

All you may need he will provide,
God will take care of you;
nothing you ask will be denied,
God will take care of you.

4

No matter what may be the test,
God will take care of you;

lean, weary one, upon his breast,
God will take care of you.

Pioneer Prayer Is Inspired by Testimonies for the Church
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