Pioneer Prayer Pack 3
July 7-July 13, 2019

Directions: One day this week, in the sanctuary, outside under some trees, in a comfortable room that offers
privacy and no distractions, or on a conference call, the leader will distribute prayer packets, welcome
participants, and open with a short prayer. Group members take turns reading the “Testimony Handout” (pg. 2).
After reading, the group leader will assign prayer topics below to participants in a clockwise fashion. Each
should pray silently for a minute about their prayer request. The group leader may open the prayer by thanking
God for every person in the room and asking that each heart will be blessed. Before someone prays for their
assigned topic, they should try and agree with the previous prayer. The prayer topics below are taken from the
“Testimony Handout.” Please keep individual prayers short, or less than two minutes each.
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Pray that our youth would not hear or see debasing crime and vileness and have their consciences
blunted.

Pray that media portraying crime and evil would not poison our minds.

Pray that we would hold fast to divine strength so that we will be safe against every temptation.
Pray that we fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life.

Pray that we will be united to Christ’s wisdom and strength.

Pray that our youth would love God and keep their souls in close connection with heaven.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings first verse of SDA Hymn #483 (pg. 4) to end open prayer time]

9.

10.
11.
12.

Pray that appetite and passion would not overcome us.

Pray that Jesus would give us power and strength to live as He did.

Pray that our Church would be watchful and prayerful.

Pray that as earth’s history is soon to close, we lay aside lightness, trifling, and vanity.
Pray for a reformation among the people of God.

Pray that we come up to the Bible standard of Christ’s followers.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time; Song leader sings first verse of SDA Hymn #483 (pg. 4) to end open prayer time]

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Pray that the Testimonies for the Church may be introduced to every member of our church.

Pray for God'’s Spirit to bless all churches, conferences, unions, divisions, and General Conference officers.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of Annual Council 2019

Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the planning of General Conference Session 2020.

Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless the delegates of General Conference Session 2020.

Pray for God’s Spirit to bless GC Session 2020 visitors, logistics, worship sessions, and business sessions.

[3-5 min. Open Prayer Time — Thanksgiving and Praise; Finish SDA Hymn #483 (pg. 4); Leader Closes Prayer]
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Testimony Handout 3 for Pioneer Prayer
Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 3, pp. 471-475
July 7-July 13, 2019

[ was shown the state of the world, that it is fast filling up its cup of iniquity. Violence and crime
of every description are filling our world, and Satan is using every means to make crime and debasing
vice popular. The youth who walk the streets are surrounded with handbills and notices of crime and
sin, presented in some novel or to be acted at some theater. Their minds are educated into familiarity
with sin.

The course pursued by the base and vile is kept before them in the periodicals of the day, and
everything which can excite curiosity and arouse the animal passions is brought before them in
thrilling and exciting stories.

The literature that proceeds from corrupted intellects poisons the minds of thousands in our
world. Sin does not appear exceeding sinful. They hear and read so much of debasing crime and
vileness that the once tender conscience which would have recoiled with horror becomes so blunted
that it can dwell upon the low and vile sayings and actions of men with greedy interest.

“As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.” God will have a
people zealous of good works, standing firm amid the pollutions of this degenerate age. There will be a
people who hold so fast to the divine strength that they will be proof against every temptation. Evil
communications in flaming handbills may seek to speak to their senses and corrupt their minds; yet
they will be so united to God and angels that they will be as those who see not and hear not. They have
a work to do which no one can do for them, which is to fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on
eternal life. They will not be self-confident and self-sufficient. Knowing their weakness, they will unite
their ignorance to Christ’s wisdom, their weakness to His strength.

The youth may have principles so firm that the most powerful temptations of Satan will not
draw them away from their allegiance. Samuel was a child surrounded by the most corrupting
influences. He saw and heard things that grieved his soul. The sons of Eli, who ministered in holy
office, were controlled by Satan. These men polluted the whole atmosphere which surrounded them.
Men and women were daily fascinated with sin and wrong, yet Samuel walked untainted. His robes of
character were spotless. He did not fellowship, or have the least delight in, the sins which filled all
Israel with fearful reports. Samuel loved God; he kept his soul in such close connection with heaven
that an angel was sent to talk with him in reference to the sins of Eli's sons, which were corrupting
[srael.

Appetite and passion are overcoming thousands of Christ’s professed followers. Their senses
become so blunted on account of familiarity with sin that they do not abhor it, but view it as attractive.
The end of all things is at hand. God will not much longer bear with the crimes and debasing iniquity of
the children of men. Their crimes have indeed reached unto the heavens and will soon be answered by
the fearful plagues of God upon the earth. They will drink the cup of God’s wrath unmixed with mercy.

[ have seen that there is danger that even the professed children of God will be corrupted.
Licentiousness is binding men and women as captives. They seem to be infatuated and powerless to
resist and overcome upon the point of appetite and passion. In God there is power; in Him there is
strength. If they will take hold upon it, the life-giving power of Jesus will stimulate everyone who has
named the name of Christ. Dangers and perils surround us; and we are only safe when we feel our
weakness and cling with the grasp of faith to our mighty Deliverer. It is a fearful time in which we live.



We cannot cease watchfulness and prayer for a moment. Our helpless souls must rely on Jesus, our
compassionate Redeemer.

[ was shown the greatness and importance of the work before us. But few realize the true state
of things. All who are asleep, and who cannot realize any necessity for vigilance and alarm, will be
overcome. Young men are arising to engage in the work of God, some of whom have scarcely any sense
of the sacredness and responsibility of the work. They have but little experience in exercising faith and
in earnest soul hunger for the Spirit of God, which ever brings returns. Some men of good capabilities,
who might fill important positions, do not know what spirit they are of. They run in a jovial mood as
naturally as water flows downhill. They talk nonsense, and sport with young girls, while almost daily
listening to the most solemn, soul-stirring truths. These men have a religion of the head, but their
hearts are not sanctified by the truths they hear. Such can never lead others to the Fountain of living
waters until they have drunk of the stream themselves.

It is no time now for lightness, vanity, or trifling. The scenes of this earth’s history are soon to
close. Minds that have been left to loose thought need change. Says the apostle Peter: “Gird up the loins
of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts
in your ignorance: but as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
because it is written, Be ye holy; for [ am holy.”

Loose thoughts must be gathered up and centered on God. The very thoughts should be in
obedience to the will of God. Praise should not be given or expected; for this will have a tendency to
foster self-confidence rather than to increase humility, to corrupt rather than to purify. Men who are
really qualified and who feel that they have a part to act in connection with the work of God will feel
pressed beneath the sense of the sacredness of the work, as a cart beneath sheaves. Now is the time to
make the most earnest efforts to overcome the natural feelings of the carnal heart.

There is great necessity for a reformation among the people of God. The present state of the
church leads to the inquiry: Is this a correct representation of Him who gave His life for us? Are these
the followers of Christ and the brethren of those who counted not their lives dear unto themselves?
Those who come up to the Bible standard, the Bible description of Christ’s followers, will be found rare
indeed. Having forsaken God, the Fountain of living waters, they have hewn them out cisterns, “broken
cisterns, that can hold no water.”

Said the angel: “Lack of love and faith are the great sins of which God’s people are now guilty.”
Lack of faith leads to carelessness and to love of self and the world. Those who separate themselves
from God and fall under temptation indulge in gross vices, for the carnal heart leads to great
wickedness. And this state of things is found among many of God’s professed people. While they are
professedly serving God they are to all intents and purposes corrupting their ways before Him.
Appetite and passion are indulged by many, notwithstanding the clear light of truth points out the
danger and lifts its warning voice: Beware, restrain, deny. “The wages of sin is death.” Although the
example of those who have made shipwreck of faith stands as a beacon to warn others from pursuing
the same course, yet many rush madly on. Satan has control of their minds and seems to have power
over their bodies.

Oh, how many flatter themselves that they have goodness and righteousness, when the true
light of God reveals that all their lives they have only lived to please themselves! Their whole conduct
is abhorred of God. How many are alive without the law! In their gross darkness they view themselves
with complacency; but let the law of God be revealed to their consciences, as it was to Paul, and they
would see that they are sold under sin and must die to the carnal mind. Self must be slain.



[ Need Thee Every Hour - Hymn #483

1
I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord;

no tender voice like thine can peace afford.

Refrain
I need thee, O I need thee;
every hour I need thee;

O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee.

2
I need thee every hour; stay thou nearby;

temptations lose their power when thou art nigh.

3
[ need thee every hour, in joy or pain;

come quickly and abide, or life is vain.

4
I need thee every hour; teach me thy will;

and thy rich promises in me fulfill.
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