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Preparation for Christ’s Coming (Part 1)

In the late vision given me at Battle Creek during our general camp meeting, | was shown our danger, as a
people, of becoming assimilated to the world rather than to the image of Christ. We are now upon the very
borders of the eternal world, but it is the purpose of the adversary of souls to lead us to put far off the close of
time. Satan will in every conceivable manner assail those who profess to be the commandment-keeping people of
God and to be waiting for the second appearing of our Saviour in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. He will lead as many as possible to put off the evil day and become in spirit like the world, imitating its
customs. | felt alarmed as | saw that the spirit of the world was controlling the hearts and minds of many who
make a high profession of the truth. Selfishness and self-indulgence are cherished by them, but true godliness and
sterling integrity are not cultivated.

The angel of God pointed to those who profess the truth, and in a solemn voice repeated these words:
"And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a share shall it come on all them that dwell on
the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man."

In consideration of the shortness of time we as a people should watch and pray, and in no case allow
ourselves to be diverted from the solemn work of preparation for the great event before us. Because the time is
apparently extended, many have become careless and indifferent in regard to their words and actions. They do not
realize their danger and do not see and understand the mercy of our God in lengthening their probation, that they
may have time to form characters for the future, immortal life. Every moment is of the highest value. Time is
granted them, not to be employed in studying their own ease and becoming dwellers on the earth, but to be used in
the work of overcoming every defect in their own characters and in helping others, by example and personal
effort, to see the beauty of holiness. God has a people upon the earth who in faith and holy hope are tracing down
the roll of fast-fulfilling prophecy and are seeking to purify their souls by obeying the truth, that they may not be
found without the wedding garment when Christ shall appear.

Many who have called themselves Adventists have been time setters. Time after time has been set for
Christ to come, but repeated failures have been the result. The definite time of our Lord's coming is declared to be
beyond the ken of mortals. Even the angels who minister unto those who shall be heirs of salvation know not the
day nor the hour. "But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but My Father only."
Because the times repeatedly set have passed, the world is in a more decided state of unbelief than before in
regard to the near advent of Christ. They look upon the failures of the time setters with disgust; and because men
have been so deceived, they turn from the truth substantiated by the word of God that the end of all things is at
hand.

Those who so presumptuously preach definite time, in so doing gratify the adversary of souls; for they are
advancing infidelity rather than Christianity. They produce Scripture and by false interpretation show a chain of
argument which apparently proves their position. But their failures show that they are false prophets, that they do
not rightly interpret the language of inspiration. The word of God is truth and verity, but men have perverted its
meaning. These errors have brought the truth of God for these last days into disrepute. Adventists are derided by
ministers of all denominations, yet God's servants must not hold their peace. The signs foretold in prophecy are
fast fulfilling around us. This should arouse every true follower of Christ to zealous action.

Those who think they must preach definite time in order to make an impression upon the people do not
work from the right standpoint. The feelings of the people may be stirred and their fears aroused, but they do not



move from principle. An excitement is created; but when the time passes, as it has done repeatedly, those who
moved out upon time fall back into coldness, darkness, and sin, and it is almost impossible to arouse their
consciences without some great excitement.

In Noah's day the inhabitants of the old world laughed to scorn what they termed the superstitious fears
and forebodings of the preacher of righteousness. He was denounced as a visionary character, a fanatic, an
alarmist. "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man." Men will reject the
solemn message of warning in our day, as they did in Noah's time. They will refer to those false teachers who
have predicted the event and set the definite time, and will say that they have no more faith in our warning than in
theirs. This is the attitude of the world today. Unbelief is widespread, and the preaching of Christ's coming is
mocked at and derided. This makes it all the more essential that those who believe present truth should show their
faith by their works. They should be sanctified through the truth which they profess to believe; for they are a
savor of life unto life or of death unto death.

Noah preached to the people of his time that God would give them one hundred and twenty years in
which to repent of their sins and find refuge in the ark, but they refused the gracious invitation. Abundant time
was given them to turn from their sins, overcome their bad habits, and develop righteous characters. But
inclination to sin, though weak at first with many, strengthened through repeated indulgence and hurried them on
to irretrievable ruin. The merciful warning of God was rejected with sneers, with mockery and derision; and they
were left in darkness to follow the course that their sinful hearts had chosen. But their unbelief did not hinder the
predicted event. It came, and great was the wrath of God which was seen in the general ruin.

These words of Christ should sink into the hearts of all who believe present truth: "And take heed to
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life,
and so that day come upon you unawares." Our danger is presented before us by Christ Himself. He knew the
perils we should meet in these last days, and would have us prepare for them. "As it was in the days of Noah, so
shall it be also in the days of the Son of man." They were eating and drinking, planting and building, marrying
and giving in marriage, and knew not until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the Flood came and swept
them all away. The day of God will find men absorbed in like manner in the business and pleasures of the world,
in feasting and gluttony, and in indulging perverted appetite in the defiling use of liquor and the narcotic tobacco.
This is already the condition of our world, and these indulgences are found even among God's professed people,
some of whom are following the customs and partaking of the sins of the world. Lawyers, mechanics, farmers,
traders, and even ministers from the pulpit are crying, "Peace and safety,” when destruction is fast coming upon
them.

Belief in the near coming of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven will not cause the true Christian to
become neglectful and careless of the ordinary business of life. The waiting ones who look for the soon appearing
of Christ will not be idle, but diligent in business. Their work will not be done carelessly and dishonestly, but with
fidelity, promptness, and thoroughness. Those who flatter themselves that careless inattention to the things of this
life is an evidence of their spirituality and of their separation from the world are under a great deception. Their
veracity, faithfulness, and integrity are tested and proved in temporal things. If they are faithful in that which is
least they will be faithful in much.

I have been shown that here is where many will fail to bear the test. They develop their true character in
the management of temporal concerns. They manifest unfaithfulness, scheming, dishonesty, in dealing with their
fellow men. They do not consider that their hold upon the future, immortal life depends upon how they conduct
themselves in the concerns of this life, and that the strictest integrity is indispensable to the formation of a
righteous character. Dishonesty is practiced all through our ranks, and this is the cause of lukewarmness on the
part of many who profess to believe the truth. They are not connected with Christ and are deceiving their own
souls. | am pained to make the statement that there is an alarming lack of honesty even among Sabbathkeepers.
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